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PREFACE

THE successive volumes of The Bahdi World have come to be anticipated by
Bahdis as the record of their own collective endeavours on behalf of their
Faith, of the establishment and development of its administrative order
throughout the world and as the source of data, both historical and

statistical, relating to the rise of that Faith during its formative age.

By librarians and students The Bahdi World is becoming ever more widely
known as a source of authentic information about the aims, tenets, history,
activities, organization and growth of the Bah&i Faith. The editors

therefore have always in mind the preservation of an even balance between the
presentation of material of supreme interest to believers and of afair and
objective picture to enquirers. In this they are guided by the policy of Shoghi
Effendi, Guardian of the Bah&i Faith, who directed the compilation of the
successive volumes from | to X1 covering the years 1925 to 1954. The first
volume, known as Bah&i Y ear Book, was in fact a one-year survey; the next
seven volumes were biennial, terminating in 1940; volume I X recorded the four
years from 1940 to 1944; volume X was again biennial and volumes X1 and X1I
presented the periods 1946 to 1950 and 1950 to 1954 respectively. All these
volumes were published in the United States under the aegis of the National
Spiritual Assembly and the supervision of the Guardian of the Bah&i Faith.
Volume X111, which recorded the passing of the Guardian and the course and
completion of his Ten Y ear Crusade, covered the entire period from 1954 to 1963
and was produced under the supervision of the Universal House of Justice, which
henceforth assumed responsibility for publication. Volumes X1V, XV, XVI and
XVII covered the years 1963 to 1968, 1968 to 1973, 1973 to 1976 and 1976 to
1979 respectively.



This volume, relating to the years 1979 to 1983, records the observance in the
Holy Land in July 1982 of the fiftieth anniversary of the passing of The
Greatest Holy Leaf, eldest daughter of Bahau'lldh and 'the outstanding

heroine of the Bah&i Dispensation'; the successful completion of the first

stage of the restoration of the House of 'Abdu’llah Pasha and its opening to
pilgrims; the completion of construction of the permanent Seat of the Universal
House of Justice and its occupation by that Institution in January 1983; the
holding in the Holy Land in May 1983 of the fifth International Convention; the
progress made towards construction of the first Mashrigu'l-Adhkér of the
Indian Subcontinent in New Delhi and of the first Mashriqu'l-Adhkar of the
Pacific Islandsin Samoa; the holding in 1982 of five International Conferences
dedicated to the Greatest Holy Leaf and marking the ftieth anniversary of her
passing; the progress made in the Seven Y ear global teaching plan inaugurated
at Ridvan 1979 and constituting yet another stage in the unfoldment of
'‘Abdu’l-Baha's Divine Plan; and the resumption in Irén on ascale
unprecedented in recent history of acampaign designed to xtirpate the Bah&i
Faith from the land of its birth through the systematic imprisonment and
execution of its leaders, the expropriation, desecration and destruction of its
holy places, and the persecution and harassment of its rank and file, a process
which, to an extent never before witnessed, drew the sympathetic attention of
governments, world leaders and the mass media to the true nature of the
Revelation of Bahau'lldh and publicized its teachings.
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