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THE CHAPTER OF EL HAGR

(XV. Mecca)

IN the name of the merciful and compassionate God!

ALIF LAM RA. Those are the signs of the Book and of a perspicuous Koran.
Many atime will those who disbelieve fain they had been resigned. L eave them
to eat and enjoy themselves and |et hope beguile them, but they at length shall
know!

We never destroyed a city without it had its noted doom.

No nation can hasten on its appointed time, nor put it off. But they say, 'O

thou to whom the Reminder has been sent down! verily, thou art possessed. Why
dost thou not bring us the angelsif thou dost tell the truth?

We sent not down the angels save by right; nor even then would these be
respited.

Verily, we have sent down the Reminder, and, verily, we will guard it.

And we sent before thee among the sects of those of yore. But there never came
an apostle to them but they mocked at him. Such conduct also will we put into
the hearts of the sinners. They will not believe therein, but the course of

those of yoreis run. But had we opened to them a door of the sky and they had
mounted up into it all the while; then also had they said, 'Our eye-sight is

only intoxicated; nay, we are an enchanted people!" And we have placed in the
sky the signs of the zodiac, and have made them seemly to the beholders; and we
have guarded them from every pelted devil; save from such as steal a hearing,
and there follows him an obvious shooting-star.

And the earth we have stretched out and have thrown on it firm mountains, and
have caused to grow upon it of everything a measured quantity. And we have made
for you means of livelihood therein, and for those for whom ye have not to
provide.

Nor is there aught but the treasuries of it are with us, and we do not send it
down save in a noted quantity.

And we send forth the impregnating winds, and we send down water from the sky,
and we give it to you to drink, nor isit ye who store it up.

And we, verily, we quicken and kill; and we are of (all things) heirs.

And we aready know the foremost of you, and we know the laggards too!

And, verily, it isyour Lord who will gather you; verily, Heiswise and
knowing.

And we did create man from crackling clay of black mud wrought in form.

And the ginns had we created before of smokelessfire. And when thy Lord said
to the angels, 'Verily, | am creating amortal from crackling clay of black mud
wrought into shape;

And when | have fashioned it, and breathed into it of my spirit, then fall ye
down before it adoring.'

And the angels adored all of them together, save Iblis, who refused to be among
those who adored.



Hesaid, 'O Iblis! what ails thee that thou art not among those who adore?

Said he, 'l would not adore a mortal whom Thou hast created from crackling clay
of black mud wrought into form." He said, "Then get thee forth therefrom, and,
verily, thou art to be pelted! And, verily, the curseis upon thee until the

day of judgment.’

Said he, 'O my Lord! respite me until the day when they shall beraised.' He
said, 'Then, verily, thou art of the respited until the day of the noted time.'
Hesaid, 'O my Lord! for that Thou hast seduced me | will surely make it seem
seemly for them on earth, and | will surely seduce them all together; save such
of Thy servants amongst them as are sincere.’ Said He, 'Thisisaright way
against me. Verily, my servants thou hast no authority over, save over those
who follow thee of such as are seduced: and, verily, hell is promised to them
all together. It has seven doors; at every door is there a separate party of

them.'

Verily, those who fear God shall dwell amidst gardens and springs:

'Enter ye therein with peace in safety!" And we will strip off whatever
ill-feeling isin their breasts; as brethren on couches face to face.

No toil shall touch them therein, nor shall they be brought forth therefrom.
Inform my servants that | am the pardoning, the merciful; and that my woeis
the grievous woe.

And inform them concerning Abraham's guests when they entered in unto him and
said, 'Peace!l’ he said, 'Verily, we are afraid of you.' They said, 'Be not

afraid! verily, we give thee glad tidings of a knowing boy.' He said, ‘Do ye
give me this glad tidings although old age has touched me? give me the glad
tidings then!" They said, 'We give the glad tidings of the truth, then be not

of those who despair!" He said, "Who would despair of the mercy of his Lord
save those who err? He said, 'What is your business, O ye messengers? They
said, 'Verily, we are sent unto a sinful people; save only Lot's family, them

will we save all together, except his wife; we have decreed, verily, she shall

be of those who linger.'

And when the messengers came unto Lot's family, he said, 'Verily, yearea
people whom | recognise not.' They said, ‘Nay, but we have come to thee with
that whereof they did doubt. And we have brought thee the truth, and, verily,
we speak the truth! Travel then with thy family in the deep darkness of the
night, and follow thou their rear; and let not any one of you turn round to

look; but go on to where ye are bidden.'

And we decided for him this affair because the uttermost one of these people
should be cut off on the morrow. Then the people of the city came, glad at the
tidings. Said he, 'Verily, these are my guests, therefore disgrace me not; but
fear God, and put me not to shame.’

They said, 'Have we not forbidden thee everybody in the world? He said, 'Here
are my daughters, if do it ye must.- By thy life! verily, they were surely in
their intoxication blindly wandering on!-And the noise caught them at the dawn.
And we made the higher parts (of the cities) their lower parts, and rained down
on them stones of baked clay. Verily, in that is asign to those who mark. And,
verily, the (cities) are on a path that till remains. Verily, inthat isa

sign to the believers.



And the fellows of the Grove too were unjust; and we took vengeance on them,
and, verily, they both are for an obvious example. And the fellows of El 'Hagr
called the messengers liars, and we brought them our signs, but they therefrom
did turn away. And they did hew them in the mountain houses to dwell in in
safety. But the noise caught them in the morn; and that which they had earned
availed them naught.
We did not create the heavens and the earth and all that is between them both,
saveintruth. And, verily, the Hour is surely coming; then do thou pardon with
afair pardon, Verily, thy Lord He isthe creator, the knowing! We have aready
brought thee Seven of the Repetition, and the mighty Koran. Let not thine eyes
strain after what we have alowed afew pairs of them to enjoy, nor grieve for
them; but lower thy wing to the believers, and say, 'Verily, | am an obvious
warner." As we sent down (punishment) on the separatists who dismember the
Koran.
But, by thy Lord! we will question them, one and all, about what they have
done.
Therefore, publish what thou art bidden, and turn aside from the idol aters.
Verily, we are enough for thee against the scoffers. Who place with God other
gods; but they at length shall know! And we knew that thy breast was straitened
at what they say. Then celebrate the praises of thy Lord, and be thou of those
who adore.
And serve thy Lord until the certainty shall come to thee.
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