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THE CHAPTER OF THE BELIEVER
(XL. Mecca.)
IN the name of the merciful and compassionate God. HA MIM. The sending down of
the Book from God, the mighty, the knowing, the forgiver of sin and accepter of
repentance, keen at punishment, long-suffering! there is no god but He! to whom
the journey is!
None wrangle concerning the signs of God but those who misbelieve; then let not
their going to and fro in the cities deceive thee. The people of Noah before
them called the prophets liars; and the confederates after them; and every
nation schemed against their Apostle to catch him. And they wrangled with
falsehood that they might refute the truth thereby, but I seized them, and how
was my punishment!
Thus was the sentence of thy Lord due against those who misbelieved, that they
are the fellows of the Fire!
Those who bear the throne and those around it celebrate the praise of their
Lord, and believe in Him, and ask pardon for those who believe: 'Our Lord! thou
dost embrace all things in mercy and knowledge, then pardon those who turn
repentant and follow thy way, and guard them from the torment of hell! Our
Lord! make them enter into gardens of Eden which thou hast promised to them,
and to those who do well of their fathers, and their wives, and their seed;
verily, thou art the mighty, the wise! and guard them from evil deeds, for he
whom thou shalt guard from evil deeds on that day, thou wilt have had mercy on,
and that is mighty bliss!'
Verily, those who misbelieve shall be cried out to, 'Surely, God's hatred is
greater than your hatred of each other when ye were called unto the faith and
misbelieved!' They shall say, 'Our Lord! Thou hast killed us twice, and Thou
hast quickened us twice; and we do confess our sins: is there then a way for
getting out?' That is because when God alone was proclaimed ye did disbelieve;
but when partners were joined to Him ye did believe; but judgment belongs to
God, the high, the great! He it is who shows you His signs, and sends down to
you from heaven provision; but none is mindful except him who turns repentant;
then call on God, being sincere in your religion to Him, averse although the
misbelievers be! Exalted of degrees! The Lord of the throne! He throws the
spirit by His bidding upon whom He will of His servants, to give warning of the
day of meeting. The day when they shall be issuing forth, naught concerning
them shall be hidden from God. Whose is the kingdom on that day?-God's, the
one, the dominant! to-day shall every soul be recompensed for that which it has
earned. There is no wrong to-day; verily, God is quick at reckoning up!
And warn them of the day that approaches, when hearts are choking in the
gullets; those who do wrong shall have no warm friend, and no intercessor who
shall be obeyed. He knows the deceitful of eye and what men's breasts conceal,
and God decides with but those they call on beside Him do not decide at all:
verily, God, He both hears and looks.



Have they not journeyed on in the earth and seen how was the end of those who
journeyed on before They were stronger than them in might, and their vestiges
are in the land; but God caught them up in their sins, and they had none to
guard them against God. That is for that their apostles did come to them with
manifest signs, and they misbelieved, and God caught them up; verily, He is
mighty, keen to punish!
And we did send Moses with our signs, and with obvious authority, unto Pharaoh
and Haman and Qarun. They said, 'A lying sorcerer!' and when they came to them
with truth from us, they said, 'Kill the sons of those who believe with him,
and let their women live!' but the stratagem of the misbelievers is only in
error!
And Pharaoh said, 'Let me kill Moses; and then let him call upon his Lord!
verily, I fear that he will change your religion, or that he will cause evil
doing to appear in the land.'
And Moses said, 'Verily, I take refuge in my Lord and your Lord from every one
who is big with pride and believes not on the day of reckoning.'
And a believing- man of Pharaoh's people, who concealed his faith, said, 'Will
ye kill a man for saying, My Lord is God, when he has come to you with manifest
signs from your Lord? and if he be a liar, against him is his lie; and if he be
truthful, there will befall you somewhat of that which he threatens you;
verily, God guides not him who is an extravagant liar. my people! yours is the
kingdom to-day, ye are eminent in the land, but who will help us against the
violence of God, if it comes upon us?'
Said Pharaoh, 'I will only show you what I see, and I will only guide you into
the way of right direction.'
And he who believed said, 'O my people! verily, I fear for you the ike of the
day of the confederates, the like of the- wont of the people of Noah and 'Ad
and Haman, of those after them; for God desires not injustice for His servants.
O my people! verily, I fear for you the day of crying 'Out,-the day when ye
shall turn your backs, fleeing, with no defender for you against God; for he
whom God leads astray, for him there is no guide!
'And Joseph came to you before with manifest signs, but ye ceased not to doubt
concerning what he brought you, until, when he perished, ye said, God will not
send after him an apostle;" thus does God lead astray him who is extravagant, a
doubter. 'Those who wrangle concerning the signs of God without authority
having come to them are greatly hated by God and by those who believe; thus
does God set a stamp upon the heart of every tyrant too big with pride!'
And Pharaoh said, 'O Haman! build for me a tower, haply I may reach the
tracts,-the tracts of heaven, and may mount up to the God of Moses, for,
verily, I think him a liar.'
And thus was his evil deed made seemly to Pharaoh, and he was turned from the
way; but Pharaoh's stratagem ended only in ruin, and he who believed said, 'O
my people! follow me, I will guide you to the way of the right direction. O my
people! verily, the life of this world is but a provision, but, verily, the
hereafter, that is the abode of stability! Whoso does evil, he shall only be
recompensed with the like thereof; and whoso does right, be it male or female
and a believer, these shall enter into Paradise; they shall be provided therein



without count. O my people! why should I call you to salvation, and you call me
to the fire? Ye call on me to disbelieve in God, and to join with Him what I
have no knowledge of; but I call you to the mighty forgiving One! no doubt that
what ye call me to, ought not to be called on in this world or in the
hereafter, and that we shall be sent back to God, and that the extravagant,
they are the fellows of the Fire!
'But ye shall remember what I say to you; and I entrust my affair to God,
verily, God looks upon His servants!'
And God guarded him from the evils of what they plotted, and there closed in
upon Pharaoh evil woe.
The fire-they shall be exposed to it morning and evening; and 'on the day the
Hour shall arise, enter, O people of Pharaoh! into the keenest torment.
And when they argue together in the fire, and the weak say to those who were
big with pride, 'Verily, we were followers of yours, can ye then avail us
against a portion of the fire?' Those who were big with pride shall say,
'Verily, we are all in it; verily, God has judged between His servants.' And
those who are in the fire shall say unto the keepers of hell, 'Call upon your
Lord to lighten from us one day of the torment.' They shall say, 'Did not your
apostles come to you with manifest signs?' They shall say, 'Yea!' They shall
say, 'Then, call!'-but the call of the misbelievers is only in error.
Verily, we will help our apostles, and those who believe, in the life of this
world and on the day when the witnesses shall stand up: the day when their
excuse shall not avail the unjust; but for them is the curse, and for them is
an evil abode.
And we did give Moses the guidance; and we made the children of Israel to
inherit the Book, as a guidance and a reminder to those endowed with minds.
Be thou patient, then; verily, God's promise is true: and ask thou forgiveness
for thy sins, and celebrate the praise of thy Lord in the evening and in the
morn.
Verily, those who wrangle concerning the signs of God without authority having
come to them, there is naught in their breasts but pride; but they shall not
attain it: do thou then seek refuge in God; verily, He both hears and looks!
Surely the creation of the heavens and the earth is greater than the creation
of man: but most men know it not.
The blind and the seeing shall not be deemed alike, nor those who believe and
do right and the evildoer; little is it that they remember.
Verily, the Hour will surely come; there is no doubt therein; but most men do
not believe!
And your Lord said, 'Call upon me, I will answer you; verily, those who are too
big with pride to worship shall enter into hell, shrinking up.'
God it is who has made for you the night to repose therein, and the day to see
by; verily, God is Lord of grace to men, but most men give no thanks!
There is God for you! your Lord! the creator of everything! there is no god but
He, how then can ye lie? Thus did those lie who gainsaid the signs of God.
God it is who has made for you the earth as a resting-place, and a heaven as
building, and has formed you and made excellent your forms; and has provided
you with good things! there is God for you!-your Lord! then blessed be God, the



Lord of the worlds! He is the living One, there is no god but He! then call on
Him, being sincere in your religion to Him; praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds!
Say, 'Verily, I am forbidden to serve those whom ye call on beside God, since
there have come to me manifest signs from my Lord, and I am bidden to be
resigned unto the Lord of the worlds.' He it is who created you from the earth,
then from a clot, then from congealed blood, then He brings you forth a child;
then ye reach to puberty; then do ye become old men,-though of you there are
some who are taken away before,-that ye may reach an appointed time, and haply
ye may have some sense.
He it is who quickens and kills, and when He decrees a matter, then He only
says to it, 'BE,' and it is.
Hast thou not seen those who wrangle concerning the signs of God how they are
turned away? Those who call the Book, and what we have sent our apostles with,
a lie, soon shall they know-when the fetters are on their necks and the chains,
as they are dragged into hell!-then in the fire shall they be baked.
Then it shall be said to them, 'Where is what ye did associate beside God?'
They shall say, 'They have strayed away from us; nay, we did not call before
upon anything!'-thus does God lead the misbelievers astray.
There! for that ye did rejoice in the land without right; and for that ye did
exult; enter ye the gates of hell, to dwell therein for aye; for evil is the
resort of those who are too big with pride! But be thou patient; verily, the
promise of God is true; and whether we show thee a part of what we promised
them, or whether we surely take thee to ourself, unto us shall they be
returned. And we did send apostles before thee: of them are some whose stories
we have related to thee, and of them are some whose stories we have not related
to thee; and no apostle might ever bring a sign except by the permission of
God; but when God's bidding came it was decided with truth, and there were
those lost who deemed it vain! God it is who has made for you cattle, that ye
may ride on some of them;-and of them ye eat, and ye have in them
advantages;-and that ye may attain thereon a want which is in your breasts;
upon them and upon ships are ye borne.
He shows you His signs; which sign then of your Lord do ye deny? Have they not
journeyed on in the land and seen how was the end of those before them, who
were more numerous than they and stronger in might, and in their vestiges which
are still in the land? but of no avail to them was that which they had earned.
And when there came to them their apostles with manifest signs they rejoiced in
what knowledge they had; but there closed in upon them that whereat they had
mocked.
And when they saw our violence they said, 'We believe in God alone, and we
disbelieve in what we once associated with Him.' But their faith was of no
avail to them when they saw our violence-the course of God with His servants in
time past, and there the misbelievers lose!
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