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AFNAN (“twigs’ or “branches’), term used in the Baha? faith

(initially by Baha?allah) to designate certain lines of descent in the

maternal family of the Bab. The Bab married Kadija Begom, his mother’s
paternal cousin, and the Afnan are the siblings of his mother and his wife,
together with all their descendants. The family members have no administrative
functions or privileges and their designation is purely honorary. The following
are brief notes on some of the most important of them:

Kadija Begom (1226-99/1811-82), wife of the Bab and the first of the

Afnan to become a believer in him. For many years she wasisolated in her
belief and under much pressure.

Hajji Sayyed ?Ali, Ka-e A?zam (1212-66/1797-1850). He was

responsible for the upbringing of the Bab, whose father died early. He and
Kadija Begom were the only two members of the Afnan to believe in the Bab
during hislifetime. He died as one of the “seven martyrs’ of Tehran.
AgaMirza Aga, Nur-al-din (1258-1321/1842-1903), related to both the
Bab’'s maternal and paternal family. He was the next Afnan to become a
believer in the Bab (through Kadija Begom). In 1296/1879, he moved to Port
Said, where he set up atrading house. ?Abd-al-Baha? made him responsible
for the restoration of the house of the Bab in Shiraz, and its custodianship
was made hereditary in his family.

Hajji Sayyed Mohammad, Kal-e Akbar (1210-93/1795-1876). He was
persuaded by AgaMirza Agato go to Baghdad in 1278/1861 and meet
Baha?allah, who wrote the Ketab-e igan in answer to his questions. After
this he became a believer in the Bab and Baha?allah.

Hajji Mirza Mohammad ?Ali (1240-1313/1824-96), a successful and
wealthy merchant, whose trading activities took him as far as Bombay and
Shanghai. In ?ESgabad (A shkhabad) he purchased lands and endowments for the
Masreq a-Adkar there.



Hajji Mirza Mohammad Tagji, Wakil-al-dawla, Wakil-al-Hagq
(1246-1330/1830-1912), a successful merchant in Y azd for many years. He then
moved to ?ESgabad where he devoted is wealth and energies to the building

of the Masreq al-Adkar there. He died in Haifa.

?Ali-Mohammad Khan Mowaggar-al-dawla (1282-1339/1865-1921), consul-general,
Bombay, 1898; Foreign Ministry agent in Fars, 1900; governor of BuSehr,
1911-1915; minister of public works, trade and agriculture, 1921.

Hasan Mowaggar Balyuzi (1908-1980), chairman of the British National Spiritual
Assembly (Mahfel-e Rawhani-e Melli), 1937-1960; appointed Hand of the

Cause (Ayadi-ye Amr Allah) by Shoghi Effendi, 1957; important Baha?
historian and author of several works, including tranglations of English

literature into Persian.

Both the maternal and paternal families of the Bab were Hosayni Sayyeds of
Shiraz. The paternal family (who are not regarded as Afnan) included the
preeminent mojtahed and marja? al-taglid Mirza Hasan Sirazi

(Mirza-ye Sirazi), whose father was a paternal cousin of the Bab's

father. In Baha? terminology, the use of the term Afnan is paralleled by the
use of the term Agsan to designate the descendents of Baha?allah.

Bibliography : Mohammad-?Ali Fayzi, Kanadan-e Afnan, Tehran, 127
badi? /1970. Abu’l Qasem Afnan’s book on the family of the Bab (in
preparation).

Table: Genealogy of the Afnan Family

click for larger image

METADATA

Views13553 views since posted 2002; last edit 2012;

previous at archive.org.../momen_iranica_afnan;

URL s changed in 2010, see archive.org.../bahai-library.org
Language

English

Permission

fair use

Share

Shortlink: bahai-library.com/3553
Citation: ris/3553

select Collection:
Archives

Articles
Articles-unpublished
Audio
Bibliographies

BIC

Biographies



Books
Chronologies
Compilations
Compilations-NSA
Compilations-personal
Documents
East-asia
Encyclopedia
Essays

Etc

Excerpts
Fiction
Glossaries
Guardian
Histories
Introductory
Letters

Maps

Music
Newspapers
NSA-documents
NSA-letters
Personal
Pilgrims
Poetry
Presentations
Resources
Reviews
Scripts
Software
Statistics
Study

Taks

Theses
Transcripts
Tranglations
UHJ-documents
UHJXletters
Video

Visual
Writings

home
sitemap
series

chronology



search:
author

title
date
tags

adv. search
languages

inventory
bibliography
abbreviations
links

about

contact

RSS

new

— Afnan: Genealogy of the Afnan Family (Used by permission of the curator)



