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ḤAYDAR ʿALI EṢFAHĀNI, Ḥājji Mirzā, Bahāʾi polemicist (b. Isfahan, ca. 1830; d. Haifa, 7 December 1920). Ḥaydar ʿAli’s father, a merchant who followed the Šayḵi school, took him as a young boy to Kerman to become a personal attendant to the Šayḵi leader Moḥammad Karim-Ḵān. Ḥaydar ʿAli states that, after becoming disappointed by what he found there, he soon returned to Isfahan. After meeting some Bābis he became a follower of the new religion. In about 1866, he traveled to Edirne where he met Bahāʾ-Allāh and became his devoted follower.

Ḥaydar ʿAli was sent by Bahāʾ-Allāh to Istanbul and Cairo. He was arrested by the Persian Consul, Mirzā Ḥasan-Ḵān Gerānmāya, in Cairo in January 1868, together with six other Bahāʾis. The Persian consul succeeded in persuading the Egyptian authorities that the Bahāʾis were dangerous revolutionaries, and in getting them sentenced to exile in Khartoum. While in Khartoum Ḥaydar ʿAli was able to earn a living through his skill in calligraphy and handicrafts. When General Charles Gordon became governor of Khartoum in 1877, Ḥaydar ʿAli presented him with an engraved mirror and was able in this way to bring his case to the governor’s attention. As a result, he was freed in about 1880 and traveled to Akka, where Bahāʾ-Allāh had been imprisoned.

On Bahāʾ-Allāh’s instructions, Ḥaydar ʿAli spent the next decades traveling extensively, mostly in Iran. Professor E. G. Browne, who met him in Isfahan in 1888, writes of the great respect in which he was held by the Bahāʾis: “I had plenty of time to observe his countenance attentively, and to note the combination of decision, energy, and thoughtfulness which it expressed. His manners were pleasing, and his speech, when he spoke, persuasive. Altogether he was a man whom one would not readily forget, even after a single interview, and on whose memory one dwells with pleasure” (Browne, 1926, p. 229).

After the passing of Bahāʾ-Allāh, Ḥaydar ʿAli remained loyal to ʿAbd-al-Bahāʾ. He traveled to Egypt, India, and the Caucasus on missionary activities, and made further journeys in Iran. Finally in 1903, at ʿAbd-al-Bahāʾs invitation, he settled in Haifa to live out his last years there. He is frequently mentioned in accounts by Western Bahāʾis visiting ʿAbd-al-Bahāʾ, to whom he was known as the “Angel of Carmel.” He is buried in the Bahāʾi cemetery in Haifa.
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Other sources. Hasan M. Balyuzi, Eminent Bahā’is in the time of Bahāδu’llāh, Oxford, 1985, pp. 237-50. Edward G. Browne, A Year amongst the Persians, Cambridge, 1926. Moojan Momen, The Bābi and Bahā’i Religions: some Contemporary Western Accounts, Oxford, 1981, pp. 257-64. A. Solaymāni, Masābiḥ-e Hedāyat, Tehran, 104 B.E./1948, I, pp. 4-55. F. Māzandarāni, Ẓohur al-ḥaqq, Tehran, 132 B.E./1975, VIII, pt. 2, pp. 1117-22.

METADATA

Views7910 views since posted 2002; last edit 2012;

previous at archive.org.../momen_iranica_haydar_ali;
URLs changed in 2010, see archive.org.../bahai-library.org
Language
English
Permission
fair use
Share

Shortlink: bahai-library.com/3460
Citation: ris/3460

select Collection:
Archives
Articles
Articles-unpublished
Audio
Bibliographies
BIC
Biographies
Books
Chronologies
Compilations
Compilations-NSA
Compilations-personal
Documents
East-asia
Encyclopedia
Essays
Etc
Excerpts
Fiction
Glossaries
Guardian
Histories
Introductory
Letters
Maps
Music
Newspapers
NSA-documents
NSA-letters
Personal
Pilgrims
Poetry
Presentations
Resources
Reviews
Scripts
Software
Statistics
Study
Talks
Theses
Transcripts
Translations
UHJ-documents
UHJ-letters
Video
Visual
Writings

home

sitemap

series

chronology

search:
author

title

date

tags

adv. search
languages

inventory

bibliography

abbreviations

links

about

contact

RSS

new
— Haydar Ali Isfahani (Used by permission of the curator)

