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In memoriam Barbara Sims
Universal House of Justice
Sheridan Sims
Sandra S. Fotos
published in Bahá'í News of JapanNo. 299, pp. 2-3
2002-05-10
Barbara Sims Passed on to the Abha Kingdom at Noon, April 24, 2002
Know thou that the Kingdom is the real world, and this nether place is only its shadow stretching out.
('Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections of Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, p. 178)
To: The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá'ís of Japan
25 April 2002
We were deeply distressed to learn of the passing of dearly-loved Barbara Rutledge Sims, whose devoted services to the Cause over a period of more than five decades will long be remembered. The distinguished record of her many contributions to the development of the Japanese Bahá'í community since her arrival in 1953 can well be a source of inspiration to the friends in Japan.
Among its outstanding features was her membership of the National Spiritual Assembly of North East Asia, and subsequently that of Japan, for a total of 36 years, including an extensive period of service as Secretary. She authored several books setting out the history of the Faith in Japan, Macau, Korea and Taiwan, culminating in the publication of her memoirs early in 2002. She was well known for her devotion to the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh and her unswerving commitment to the promotion of its interests.
Kindly convey to her family and friends our condolences and the assurance of our prayers in the Holy Shrines for the progress of her luminous soul in the worlds beyond. You are advised to hold memorial gatherings in her name in your principal Bahá'í Centres.
The Universal House of Justice
Steadfastness in service to the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh
Sheridan A. Sims, Sandra Sims Fotos
Barbara Helen Rutledge Sims was born on April 17, 1918 in San Francisco and raised in various communities in the Bay Area and San Joaquin Valley in Central California. She was the second of five children. She was a third generation Bahá'í; her grandmother Mary (Mollie) Burland, and her mother, Helen Burland Rutledge, were guided to the Faith by John Henry Hyde Dunn and Clara Dunn (the Dunns later established the Faith in Australia and were appointed Hands of the Cause).
Our mother received much of her early Bahá'í education at the Geyserville Bahá'í Summer School, north of San Francisco, and she periodically returned there to attend programs as a young adult. One of her favorite Geyserville memories was of Agnes Alexander, one summer day in 1953, telling her listeners about the faraway pioneer post to which she had first gone in 1914: Japan.
When the Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, issued his call for believers to serve in the first Global Crusade (1953-1963), our mother felt a strong desire to become a pioneer. Through the bounty of Bahá'u'lláh she was able to fulfill her desire in December of 1953, when she left California for Japan with her husband, Charles A. "Sandy" Sims (who was not a Bahá'í but had been born and raised in Japan), and her daughter Sandra. (A son, Sheridan, was born a few years later.)
The early years in a country rebuilding after war were particularly difficult, but eventually our mother found employment with the U.S. government, which, together with the English language teaching she continued until a few months before her death, provided the material means for life in Japan.
Barbara Sims was elected to the Local Spiritual Assembly of Tokyo in 1954 and served for many years on that body. In 1957 she was elected to the first National Spiritual Assembly of North East Asia, and in 1974 she was elected to the first National Spiritual Assembly of Japan, serving until 1993. She was secretary for many years on those Assemblies. She also served on a number of national committees, developed the National Archives, volunteered in the national office and on the staff of the Publishing Trust, went on teaching trips around Japan and to other Asian countries, and wrote Bahá'í histories of Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Macau and Tokyo, and her memoirs.
Although life as a pioneer had its hardships, our mother considered the bounties of service to infinitely outweigh them: bounties such as membership on the National and Local Assemblies, association with Hand of the Cause Agnes Alexander, participation in six International Conventions in the Holy Land; and assisting the many Bahá'í dignitaries who visited Japan for proclamation or consultation. Many of her fondest recollections were of the times spent with these persons, such as Amatu'l Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum and Hands of the Cause Ramatullah Muhajir, A.Q. Faizi and Collis Featherstone. She often mentioned the inspiration and knowledge gained from being in their presence.
In turn, by her example, she instilled in friends and family an abiding appreciation of the importance of steadfastness and the inevitability of sacrifice in service to the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh.
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