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Riaz Masrour was born on April 8, 1943, in Tehran, Iran, to a family rooted in enterprise and culture. His father was a successful small business owner, and his mother was a spirited and socially engaged presence in their community. He was also lovingly raised by his family’s devoted caretaker, Ameh Joonie, whom he regarded as a second mother and whose influence remained a cherished part of his life.

After completing his secondary education at the age of 17, Mr. Masrour moved to the United States to pursue higher studies. He first arrived in New York before settling in Stephenville, Texas, where he attended Tarleton State College and earned a degree in Mathematics. He later continued his education at Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Texas, receiving a degree in Petroleum Engineering.

Upon completing his studies, Mr. Masrour returned to Iran, where he practiced engineering for nearly a decade. In the wake of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, he emigrated to Canada. In 1981, he married Dr. Nazli Ruintan, beginning a partnership that would span decades. Shortly thereafter, the couple settled in Houston, Texas, where they built their home and family.

In Houston, Mr. Masrour continued his distinguished career in engineering while raising two sons, Nader and Shapour, with his wife. He was an active and devoted member of the Houston Baha’i community, serving on Local Spiritual Assemblies and teaching children’s classes for many years. In the early 1990s, he embarked on a significant literary endeavor: translating Memories of Nine Years in Akka, the memoirs of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s trusted amanuensis and physician, Dr. Youness Khan. This work became the first of several translations he completed and remains the most widely recognized among them. Other books that he translated include Human Station in the Baha’i Faith, Selected Section: Philosophy and Knowledge of the Divine by Dr. Ali Murad Davudi and The Bab, The King of Messengers by Dr. Riaz Ghadimi.

After a 40-year career in engineering, Mr. Masrour retired in 2016, shortly after the birth of his first grandchild. In retirement, he devoted more time to his translation work and to his growing family, ultimately becoming a grandfather to five grandchildren. He passed away at the age of 81, three months after the birth of his youngest grandchild, leaving behind a legacy of faith, scholarship, devotion, and love.

METADATA

Views448 views since posted 2026-03-12; last edit 2026-03-13 00:14 UTC;

previous at archive.org.../masrour_riaz_masrour_biography
Language
English
Permission
author
Share

Shortlink: bahai-library.com/7344
Citation: ris/7344

select Collection:
Archives
Articles
Articles-unpublished
Audio
Bibliographies
BIC
Biographies
Books
Chronologies
Compilations
Compilations-NSA
Compilations-personal
Documents
East-asia
Encyclopedia
Essays
Etc
Excerpts
Fiction
Glossaries
Guardian
Histories
Introductory
Letters
Maps
Music
Newspapers
NSA-documents
NSA-letters
Personal
Pilgrims
Poetry
Presentations
Resources
Reviews
Scripts
Software
Statistics
Study
Talks
Theses
Transcripts
Translations
UHJ-documents
UHJ-letters
Video
Visual
Writings

home

sitemap

series

chronology

search:
author

title

date

tags

adv. search
languages

inventory

bibliography

abbreviations

links

about

contact

RSS

new
— Riaz Masrour: In Memoriam (Used by permission of the curator)

