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Area 546 square kilometres (211 square miles)
Population 98,000 (1990)

The Caribbean islands of Antigua, Barbuda and Montserrat comprise the East
Leeward Islands in the West Indies. Antigua and Barbuda constitute a nation,
which achieved full independence from Britain in 1981; Montserrat remains a
colony of the British Crown. The capital of Antigua and Barbudais St.

John’s, on Antigua; the capital of Montserrat is Plymouth. The magjor language

is English, which is spoken with a West Indian accent. The majority of the
population is Afro-Caribbean Black, 95%. The people are evenly divided between
Anglicans, 49% and other Protestant denominations, 48%.

The introduction of the Bah& i Faith to the Leeward Islands was a goal of

the Ten Year Crusade (q.v., 1953-1963). Mr. Benjamin Dunham Weeden (1892-1970,
BW 15: 478-79)and his wife Gladys (nee Anderson, 1906-1979, BW 18:692-96) of
the United States arrived in Antigua on 16 October 1953. The Weeden' s were
named Knights of Baha u’llah (g.v.). They returned to the United States

after two months due to their inability to meet the high cost of living there.
Another who was named a Knight of Baha' u’llah was David Schreiber, an
American who arrived in Antiguain February 1954 and remained several months.
During that time Mr. McKenzie Edwards became a Baha'i. In about 1958 Dr.
Malcolm King (1885?7-1966, BW 14: 316-17) was also aresident on Antiguafor a
time. When Mr. Schreiber made areturn visit in 1965, he and Edwards traveled
and opened the nearby islands of Barbuda and Montserrat to the Baha'i

Faith.

In October 1966 Mr. K. Dean Stephens arrived in St. John’s from the United
States and settled in Antigua. His work permit allowed him to work as a
consulting electronic engineer with ZAL-TV in Antigua. He was regularly invited
to official functions, and fostered cordia relations with government

officials. In 1975 Antigua became the home of Rowland and Vivian Estall. Mr.
Estall was the first member of the Continental Board of Counsellorsto be
resident in the Lesser Antilles. The couple lived in Antigua until 1980.



In April 1967 Mr. William “Bill” Nedden, also from the United States

arrived from Dominicato pioneer in Barbuda. He was married in the Virgin
Islands and returned with his wife, Lynda Reed, to Barbuda. They moved to
Antiguain 1988, where Mr. Nedden still lives. In the years following the visit
of David Schreiber and McKenzie Edwardsin 1965 to Montserrat, a number of
other Baha'is, anumber of Bah& i teachersincluding Bill Nedden, also

visited there. Thefirst pioneers to Montserrat were Mr. Derek and Mrs. Sally
Dacey, Americans resident in Canada, who stayed for two years 1972-73.

Responsibility for the Bah& i administration of the East L eewards was

passed to a succession of national Spiritual Assemblies. that of South America

in 1953; the Greater Antillesin 1957; Jamaica, for Antigua and Barbuda & the
Dominican Republic for Montserrat in 1962; the United States in 1964; the
Leeward, Windward & Virgin Islandsin 1967; the Leeward & Virginislandsin
1972; and the Leeward Islandsin 1981. From the 1970s onwards there were many
more pioneers who stayed for varying lengths of time.

By 1966-67 there were fourteen Bahd isin the East Leeward Islands, with a
group at St. John’sin Antigua one in Barbuda, and two groups on Montserrat,
at Salem Village and at Plymouth. Thefirst local Spiritual Assembly in the
East Leeward Islands had been formed by June 1969 in St. John's. In 1971 two
local Spiritual Assemblies had been formed on Montserrat, Salem Village and
Plymouth. The local Spiritual Assemblies of Plymouth and St. John’'s had
obtained legal incorporation by 29 March 1979 and 1981 respectively.

During the 1970s there was much growth with the number of Bah&d'is
increasing from 14 in 1969 to 631 Bahd& is and 21 local Spiritual Assemblies
by 1980. Most of the Bah& is were from the villages. The number of

Bah& isremained fairly constant in the next decade, and in 1992 there were
595 Bah& isin 39 localities, with 20 assemblies. The National Spiritual
Assembly of the East Leeward Islands was formed in 1991 with its seat in
Antigua.

Other achievements: In 1967 ZAL-TV station of Antigua broadcast the CBS film
“And His Name Shall Be One”. And conducted an interview with visiting
Auxiliary Board Member Ellsworth Blackwell of Haiti. From the 1970s Baha'i
employees were able to include some Baha' i programming on Radio Antilles,

in Montserrat, until 1984 when the high cost of broadcast time ruled this out.

By 1979 alocal Haziratu’'I-Quds (g.v.) had been acquired at Plymouth,
Montserrat, and both alocal and a National Haziratu' [-Quds at St. John's,
Antigua. By January 1973 a national endowment had been acquired in Olveston,
St. Peter, Montserrat. A local endowment was acquired on Barbuda by 1986. The
first summer school in Antiguawas helsin 1975. In 1984, the firs Prime
Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, the Honourable Vere C. Bird, Sr. received an
official delegation of Baha'is.

In 1990 Errol “Bobbie” Martin, aWest Indian Bah&' i on Montserrat, was
awarded a British Empire Meda for his efforts during Hurricane Hugo in
November 1989. Operating a ham radio for 50 hours straight, Mr. Martin enabled



theisland to call for help and keep in touch with the outside world.

In 1988 the first Caribbean Baha' i Women’s Conference was held on

Antigua. On 24-27 January 1991 the National Spiritual Assembly of the Leeward
Islands and the Baha' i Community of Antigua held aforum on “Raising the
Environment Consciousness of Our Y outh”. During the event, which received
radio and television publicity, atalk was given at the National Museum to the
Environmental Association of Antiguaby Bahd i environmentalists (BINS May
1991, 247:2-3)
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