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Farsisthe principa province of south-east Iran. The capital of

the province is Shiraz, the native city of the Bab, and also of

many famous poets, mystics, and philsophers, such as H&fiz, Sa'di,

and Mull4 Sadr& This city was for a brief time in the eighteenth

century the capital of the founder of the Zand dynasty Karim Khan-i-Vakil,
who built many of the large public buildings of the city. The province
isvery dry, especialy in its western half but agriculture is engaged

in with the help of irrigation. There are many nomadic tribesmen particularly
in the west.

Shiraz witnessed the birth of the Babi movement. The Bab

was born and brought up in the city (see "Béb, Birth of the"). He

first declared his mission to Mulla Husayn-i-Bushrd'i

there on the eve of 23 May 1844 (see "Bab, Declaration of the").

The Letters of the Living gathered in Shiraz in the summer of 1844 until
they were sent out by the Béb to spread the news of hisclaim. The

Bab himself |eft on pilgrimage to Mecca on 10 September 1844 (26
Sha'ban

1260), returning to Bushihr on 15 May 1845. He then sent

ahead of him his leading disciple, Quddus (g.v.), who brought to

Shiraz the Béb's instruction that there was to be an addition made

to the call to prayer (adhan). When Mulléa Sadig-i-Mugaddas

(g.v.) tried to carry this out, he, Quddus, Mulléd "Ali-Akbar

Ardistani, and Mulla Abu-Talib were

seized, severely beaten and expelled from the city.

The governor of Shiraz, Husayn Khén, sent for the Bab

in Bushihr and he was arrested on the Bushihr

to Shiraz road. Back in Shiraz in June 1845, the Bab was set free

with his uncle Sayyid "Ali as guarantor. After ashort time he was
summoned to the Magjid-i-Vakil, the principal mosque in Shiraz,

to make a public recantation. His words on that occasion were sufficient
to satisfy the authorities but he did not say anything that would contradict



hislater full claim to be a Manifestation of God and the episode resulted

in anumber of further conversions among the citizens of Shiraz. From further
afield anumber of others who had heard of his claims came to investigate,
among the most important of whom was Sayyid Y ahyay-i-Dérabi

Vahid (q.v.), who was asked by Muhammad Shah to investigate

the matter, and the representative of Mulla Muhammad-"Ali

Huijjat (g.v.), one of the religious leaders of Zanjan. On 23 September

1845 the Bab was rearrested on the orders of the governor but because

of the outbreak of cholerain the city was able to leave for Isfahan.

There was also a strong Babi community in some of the

other towns and villages of the province, most notably Nayriz (q.v.).
The conversion of some one-third of the town of Nayriz was the result of
the activity of Vahid (g.v.).

The first to bring the news of Bahau'llah's claim to

Shiraz was Nabil-i-A"zam. But Bahau'llah was already

held in high regard there as aresult of the Kitab-i-igan

which he had written for the uncle of Bab, Sayyid Muhammad, and
which was widely circulated among the Babis (Afnan

164-5). The whole of the maternal family of the Bab became Baha'is
as did the family of Hujjat-i-Zanjani who had been sent to

Shiraz after the end of the Zanjan upheaval. It was not long before
all of the Bébisin Shiraz had become Bahdiis.

Visits from such figures as H§ji Muhammad-Ibrahim

Muballigh and Nabil-i-Akbar confirmed this and resulted in

new conversions. In the towns and villages of Fars, the story was
the same, except for Hindijan from where one of the Babis,

Mulld Husayn went to Basra and met Sayyid Muhammad |sfahani,
Azal's associate. Through thislink, the mgjority of the Babis

of Hindijan became Azalis. But after afew years,

most of these had returned to Islam and ShaykhSalman

was then able to establish a Bahdi community there.

In Nayriz the Bah&i community consolidated itself,

but the town became sharply segregated into Bahdi and Muslim
guarters and in such a divisive atmosphere new converts were difficult
to find. The Bah&i Faith spread to Abédih

through the conversion of three of its inhabitants who were undertaking
religious studies in Isfahan. There they met Mirza Asadu'lléh

and through him Mirza4 Muhammad-Hasan Sultanu'sh-Shuhada

and were converted. Simultaneously, D&i Husayn of Abédih

who had been a secret believer for some years moved to Abadih

to form the nucleus of a community that was to expand rapidly. Small groups
of Bah&lis were soon to be found in a number of other towns

and villages such as Bavanat, Zargan, Chinér,

Himmatabad, Sarvistan, Fasa, Jahrum, and Bandar

"Abbés.



Several episodes of persecution occurred. The main clerical opponents
of the Bahdis were

ShaykhHusayn, known to

Bahais as Zalim (the tyrant), and Sayyid "Ali

Akbar Falasiri. It was the former who brought about

the execution of three Bahdisin 1286/1869 (ZH 6:858-61,

Afnan 191-219). It was the latter who authorized the death of two
othersin 1307/1889 and one in 1310/1892 (ZH 6:874-6; Afnan 279-282,
296-7). These clerics were countered to some extent by

Shaykh

AbU-Turdb, the Imédm-Jum’ih, and his son and successor,

H&ji Shaykh Y ahy4, who tried to mitigate

the effects of these persecutions as far as they could.

Another enemy of the Bahdis was Abu'l-Hasan Khan

Mushiru'l-Mulk, despite the fact that one of hiswives, the

daughter of Hujjat Zanjani (g.v.), was a Bahai.

In 1283/1866, for example, he produced alist of "Bébis"

and gave it to Hisdmu's-Saltanih, the new governor, and asked for

their arrest (ZH 6:857-8; Afnan 184-190). His enmity was, however,
mainly political. He was the head of one of the factionsin Shiraz, the
Haydari-khanih, and hislife-long enemy was "Ali

Muhammad

Khan Qavamu'l-Mulk, the head of therival

faction, the Ni mati-khanih. Because Qavamu'l-Mulk

was friendly towards the Bah&is, Mushiru'l-Mulk

opposed them. The production of the list by Mushiru'l-Mulk

was calculated to embarrass Qavamu'l-Mulk who as Kalantar

(mayor) was responsible for public order. Qavamu'l-Mulk persuaded
the governor that it would be unwise to arrest such alist of prominent
citizens on no evidence. Towards the end of hislife, under the influence
of Sayyid Ism&’il Azghandi, Mushiru'l-Mulk

moderated his attitude, and even wrote to Bahdu'llah. The

friendship of the Qavamu'l-Mulk family towards the Baha'is

was, however, also based on political expediency and wasfickle. At the
time of the Constitutional Revolution, Muhammad-Rida Khén
Qavamu'l-Mulk sided with Muhammad-"Ali Shah

and the reactionaries. He ordered the people of Shiraz to assemble in the
Magjid-i-Naw and there he denounced the Constitution as the work of the
Bah&is and produced a copy of the Kitab-i Aqdasfrom

which he quoted as evidence of this (Afnan 533-540). But it was

the Bah&'is of Nayriz who suffered most during the Constitutional
Revolution when eighteen of their number were killed by Shaykh

Zakariyyain 1909 (see "Nayriz Upheavals').

Among the prominent Bahdis of Shiraz were many from the
earliest Babi period such as Khadijih Bagum,



the wife of the B&b (q.v.), Zahra Bagum, her sister, whose
son, AgaMirza Aga, and descendants

were appointed by Bahdu'lldh as the hereditary custodians
of the House of the Bab (g.v.), and other members of the Afnan
family; Shaykh "Ali Mirz4, a nephew

of the Imam-Jum’ih; H§ji Abu'l-Hasan Bazzaz;

Mirza Muhammad Bégir Khan (the progenitor

of the Dihgén family) and Mulla"Abdu'llah Fadil;

and from alater period, Mirza Aga Khan

Bashiru's-Sultan, who rose to high office in the post

office (the progenitor of the Bashir 11ahi

family); Mirza Ja'far Hadioff who migrated to Ashkhabad,;
and Mirza Husayn Khan Mu'tamid-Divan.

From Zargan there was Mirza Mahmud Zargéni,

who accompanied "Abdu'l-Bahé on his western journeys and Mulla
"Abdu'llah Baké; from Istahbanét, Mirza

Y usif Khan Lisan Huddr who was a nephew

of Vahid; from Burézjan, ShaykhMuhammad

Ibréhim Fadil-i-Shirazi

(d. 1936); from Abédih, Mirza Qabil

(d. 1355/1937); and in Nayriz, Mulla Muhammad-Shafi".
Along the Gulf littoral, several Bahd'is achieved prominent
positions: in Bandar “Abbas, Sultan Muhammad Khéan
Abu'l-Virdi Shirazi was governor for

atime, Mirza Hasan "Ali Khén was head

of the post office, and Muhammad "Ali

Khén Sadidus's-Saltanih

also held high government office; in Bushihr, Sa’ du'l-Mulk
and his brother Sa’du's-Saltanih were Bahdis and the former
was governor for atime; Mirza " Ali Muhammad Khan
Muvaqgaru'd-Dawlih worked for the Foreign Office in Bushihr
and was later governor of that town.

After the death of Bahdu'lléh, H&ji Husayn

"Ali Jahrumi was the principal supporter of the claims of
Mirza Muhammad-"Ali in this area but failed to gather
any significant support even in Jahrum itself.

Bahd'i schools were established in Shiraz, Abadih
and the Mithégiyyih school in Nayriz. In Abadih,
the Bah&'is also built public baths.

Holy Places

For Bahais the principal holy placein this provinceis

the site of the House of the Bab in Shiraz (see "Béb, House
of, Shiraz"), which has been designated by Bahau'lléh as
one of two sitesin the Bah&i world for ritual pilgrimage



(9.v., hajj). The rebuilding and restoration of the House of the

Béb in 1903 caused much opposition particularly from Sayyid Muhammad
Kazirtni, amujtahid who lived opposite the house.

He had threatened one day to return with a mob to destroy the house but
died that same night from an attack of colic. Also of importance as holy
places are the House of Siyyid "Ali, the uncle of the Bab,

where the Bab grew up; the Masjid-i-Vakil in Shiraz, to which

the B&b was summoned to recant; the Masjid-i-ilkhani

and public baths, which the Béb frequented; the Qahviy-i-Awliya,
where the B&b went to school; the shop of the Bab at Bushihr;

the house of Vahid and the fort of Kh§jih at Nayriz;

and the Hadigatu'r-Rahman in Abadih, where

the heads of the Nayriz martyrs were buried.
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