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The town and province of Kirman lie in south-east Iran on the edge

of the great central desert. The town isfamous for its carpets while the
countryside produced cotton and, in the nineteenth century, opium.
The Babi movement found it difficult to become established

in the town of Kirman due partly to the intense opposition of the
Shaykhi leader, Muhammad-Karim Khan

Kirmani. Quddus was the first to attempt to establish

it but was driven from the town (DB 180-2). He was followed by Mulla
S&dig-i-Mugaddas and Mulla 'Y Usif-i-Ardibili,

who also met the same fate (DB 187). The Imém-Jum’ih of Kirman,
H&ji Siyyid Javéd, a paternal relative of the Béb,

however, did his best to mitigate the activities of Karim Khéan.

This difficulty was compounded for the Baha'is in subsequent

years by the presence of a strong Azali group in Kirman.

The leading Azali was Mulla Muhammad Ja'far, a prominent

Islamic scholar and ateacher at areligious college (d. before 1300/1882;
Tihréni, no. 470, p. 230). Through him a number of others

became Azalis including his son, Shaykh Ahmad Rahi,

and Mirza AgaKhan. (Bayat 1971;

Bayat 1982:157-161; Balyuzi 18-28). Another, somewhat strange, figure was
Mirza Ahmad Kirmani who vacillated between

the Azali and Baha'i positions, sometimes supporting

and sometimes attacking the Bah&is. Eventually he became

a supporter of the Constitutional Movement. He was arrested and his accusations
led to the arrest of H§i Amin and H§ji

Akhund in 1891. Mirza Rida Kirméni,

the assassin of Nasiru'd-Din Shéh, stayed with

him immediately before he shot the Shah. Mirza Ahmad fled

Tehran for Hamadan. Here he persuaded a certain Siyyid Hasan to

claim to be the Imam Mahdi. The two of them were arrested and Mrza
Ahmad died in prison in Tehran. (Browne 1910:78, 405-6. Bamdad



1:99-100, 339). After the death of Bahdu'llah, Ustad

Muhammad Haddéad was won over to the side of Mirza
Muhammad "Ali but, after he died, there was no further support for
that position.

Even of those who were Bahdisin Kirman, it would

appear from E.G. Browne's account of his stay there that several were somewhat
dissolute in their habits (Browne 1926:475-594). It is of interest to note

that Browne's Bahdi acquaintances in Y azd appear not to

have held a high opinion of the Kirman Bahdis and

tried to dissuade Browne from going there. It is perhaps therefore little

wonder that Bahdu'lldh addresses Kirman so reproachfully

in the Kitdb-i-Aqgdas.

Despite these obstacles, a number of conversions to the Bahai

Faith occurred in the city and the community did grow abeit more slowly
than elsewhere. A few of the Shaykhis and Zoroastrians

of the town became Bahdlis as well as some other persons.

A Bah&i school was established in this town (Momen 1981:476-7).

In Rafsinjan, between Kirman and Y azd, a strong Bah&'i

community was formed. Aga Muhammad-"Ali Y azdi

moved to that town in order to look after the properties of H§ji

Mirza Muhammad-Tagi Afnan (see "Afnan

Family"). He married into one of the notable families of the town who were
Shaykhis. Little by little he established himself

as one of the most prominent citizens of Rafsinjan such that even

the governor of the town was beholden to him. Many became Baha'is,
including hiswife's family. Severa of the prominent Bah&i

teachers such as Hgji Mirza Haydar-"Ali

and Aga Shaykh Muhammad *Arab were able to

teach openly here (Momen 134-137, esp. note on p. 134). Asaresult many
became Bahaisincluding Mirza "Ali-Akbar

Rafsanjani (d.1921).

The most prominent Bahd'i from Sistan was
Muhammad Khéan-i-Ballch. He was a dervish who
travelled much and ended hislifein "Akka
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