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On 11 Jan 1996, some information about Falsafi was posted. So | did some
research and came up with this stuff:

The clergy had played a significant role in the Oil Crisis and the Shah's
subsequent return to power. Aya. Kashani's role bears elaboration.

Kashani was avoca proponent of nationalization and the elimination of
foreign influence in Iranian affairs. While he advocated areturn to

Islamic government for Iran, it is generally agreed that this stemmed more
from his political motives than any real religious motivation.1 During

the 30 Tir (18 July 1952) incident Kashani helped organize crowdsin
Musaddiqg's favor, prompting the Shah to ask Musaddiq to resume the role of
Prime Minister, which he had symbolically resigned.

Later, however, both Kashani and Aya. Sayyid Mohammad Behbehani were
approached by CIA contract officers to encourage them to split with the
National Front.2 It was |ater stated that they did take the money,

leading to stories of 'Behbehani dollars' in the bazaar, and areport of a
post-coup meeting between the Shah, Zahedi, and Kashani, in which Kashani
was thanked for his efforts.3 Musaddiq's extra-legal effortsto

concentrate power in his own hands had a greater effect in losing him his
early supporters, despite what some apologists may say, than did foreign
money.4



After the coup Kashani gradually slipped from public life, because many
came to believe that he was a British agent, and Tehran's press and radio
ignored his efforts to attract attention.5 This did not signify a

diminution in the importance of the clergy in Iranian affairs, and it has

been suggested that the clergy's importance increased after August 1953.6
The government's position towards the religious community did not involve
the use of repression and coercion, in contrast to its dealings with
Communists and Nationalists. In fact, the ulama were generaly quiet

after the coup, following the example of the Marja al-Taglid (source of
imitation) Aya. Mohammad Hossein Borujerdi in Qum.

There was one major exception to this general quiet. During the Ramadan
period in 1955 the popular preacher Falsafi spoke out against the rising
power of the Bahaisin Iran and accused them of being traitors and foreign
agents.7 The military government called on the Bahais to stop spreading
propaganda that would provoke the public, and the government radio station
replayed Falsafi's sermons. Borujerdi then praised Falsafi publicly, and

the Mgjlis voted to outlaw the Bahai faith.8

On 9 May 1955 the press carried reports of the destruction of the dome of
the Bahai Center in Tehran (Hazhir'e al-Qods) and its occupation by

troops, and on 17 May it was announced that the Bahai Center in Shiraz had
been closed and occupied by the military.9 The Chief of Staff
(Batmanghelidj) and the Military Governor of Tehran (Bakhtiar) led the
attackers.10 Behbehani congratulated the Shah for these acts. At the

same time, the Shah's personal physician, Abdol Karim Ayadi, a Bahai, was
told to leave the country for awhile. For this reason he went to Italy

for about nine months. The Bahais fought back by withdrawing their cash
from the bazaar, a move which led to the collapse of several businesses.11

In purely religious terms, Bahai refusal to accept Mohammad as the final
prophet was the ulama's major concern. More practical reasons, such asan
attempt to counter the Bahais increasing political and economic influence
and reform-orientation, and an effort by the ulamato regain its

influence, probably carried more weight. More conservative elements
resented the Bahai pressure for reforms, t00.12 Also, the ulamafelt
threatened by the number of conversions of Moslemsto the Bahai faith.13

In 1955, 70 military officers were retired on the grounds of being

Bahais, yet among this group were some of the very officers who were most
helpful in terms of remodeling the armed forces. So, while the Shah had

to permit these moves to appease the religious establishment, to which he
undoubtedly felt an obligation for its support and a need for its

continued support, he also recognized that he could not allow the campaign
to go too far.14 Minister of the Interior Assadollah Alam had Fal safi
muzzled until order was restored.15

Over time, Bahais regained their influence, and although the ones
mentioned below exceeded the limits of mutual help, it isimportant to



cite them as examples of peopl€e'sirritants. Ayadi was given exclusive
rights for Persian Gulf shrimp fishing, was a shareholder in numerous
companies, and used his position to help other Bahais.16 Another example
isthat of Hojabr Y azdani, who had started out as little more than a
shepherd in Sangsar. Allegedly through the use of coercion and protection
from high in the government, he achieved immense wealth and power.
Allegedly, when he was investigated by the Imperial Inspectorate
Organization (110), its head, Gen. Hossein Fardust, was told by Ayadi that
he had intervened with the Shah and Fardust should drop the issue.17

Resenting the end of the anti-Bahai campaign, the ulamarose up when
efforts to enforce women's Constitutional rights arose. By mid-1959,
however, the clergy fully supported the Shah, even making anti-Soviet
speeches during the Muharram processions, and in general, the ulamawas
supportive of the Shah during the post-coup period. The Fadaiyan-i Islam
is an exception to this view, but as stated earlier, the group's

importance was exaggerated. Clergy-government relations became strained
with the introduction of the Shah's Land Reformsin the 1960s.18
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