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1. Timeline of the Bahá’í Faith in Greater Boston

1899Mrs. Kate C. Ives becomes the first Bahá’í in Boston.The Green Acre
Bahá’í School is established in Eliot, Maine, becoming an important
learning center for Bahá’ís and non-Bahá’ís in Greater Boston and
across the United States.

1905Regular Bahá’í meetings are established in Boston, either in the homes
of individual believers or in public spaces acquired for specific events.

1908The first Bahá’í governing board is elected, taking the name of
“Executive Committee,” the equivalent of the first Local Spiritual Assembly
of Boston.

1912‘Abdu'l-Bahá visits Greater Boston in the months of May, July, and
August, and gives ten public addresses and lectures.

1913The Boston Bahá’í community rents a room on Huntington Avenue for its
weekly public meetings.

1914The Boston Bahá’í community moves its public space to the S.S. Pierce
building in Copley Square.

1919The Boston Bahá’í community rents a twelve-room house on Charles
Street. All of these locations are used to host weekly public meetings of what
will later become the Boston Bahá’í Center.

1926The Boston Bahá’í community hosts a “World Unity Conference” as
part of a series sponsored by the National Spiritual Assembly of the
Bahá’ís of the United States. A report of the conference is published in
the Boston Evening Transcript.

1940The Local Spiritual Assembly of Boston is incorporated on April 5.

1945The Boston Bahá’í community hosts “Race Unity Day.”

1950The Boston Bahá’í Center is established at 116 Commonwealth Avenue.



Weekly public meetings and youth gatherings are held here.

1952The Boston Bahá’í Center moves into the Kensington building at 585
Boylston Street, a significant move as it was in this very building that
‘Abdu'l-Bahá had given one of His many addresses during His visit to Boston
in 1912.Members of the Boston Bahá’í community appear on the “Our
Believing World” television program on station WBZ-TV and present some of the
core teachings and principles of the Bahá’í Faith.

1960Amatu’l-Bahá Rúhíyyih Khanum, a prominent and renowned Bahá’í and
the wife of Shoghi Effendi, the head of the Bahá'í Faith from 1921–1957,
visits the Boston Bahá’í community, and offers several addresses during her
visit.
1967The Boston Bahá’í Center moves to 40 St. Botolph Street.

1977The Boston Bahá’í Center establishes a lending library as well as
regular programming for children and collective teaching activities to share
the message of Bahá'u'lláh.

1986The city council of Cambridge and the Mayor release a proclamation
recommending that the whole city read and take to heart: The Promise of World
Peace, a document prepared by the Universal House of Justice. It can be found
online at: info.bahai.org/article-1-7-2-1.html.

1990The Boston Bahá’í Center moves to 495 Columbus Avenue.

1993The Boston Bahá’í Center moves to its current location at 595 Albany
Street.

1996
– presentThe Greater Boston Bahá’í community adopts and employs a
systematic approach to grassroots community development taking root in
Bahá’í communities all over the world, based around four core activities:
study circles, children’s classes, junior youth groups, and devotional
meetings.

2008The Boston Bahá’í community participates in one of 41 regional
conferences convened by the Universal House of Justice. These conferences
marked the midway point of a five-year effort to expand Bahá’í activities
at the grassroots level. The Boston Bahá’í community attends the conference
in Stamford, Connecticut. A report from this conference can be found online at
news.bahai.org/community-news/regional-conferences/stamford.html.

2. The Bahá’í Faith in Greater Boston

History of the Boston Bahá’í Community

The first Bahá’í in Boston, Mrs. Kate C. Ives, arrived to the city from
Chicago in 1899. By 1905, the small band of Bahá’ís in Boston was holding
regular meetings, and in 1908 the first Bahá’í governing board was elected.
During His visit to the United States in 1912, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, the son of
Bahá’u’lláh, visited Boston and gave a series of addresses on various



themes of spiritual import. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s visit provided a powerful
impulse to the growth and activities of the burgeoning Bahá’í community in
Greater Boston.

During the first quarter of the twentieth century, the activities of the Boston
Bahá’í community largely consisted of individuals hosting informational and
study meetings in their homes. It was also common for the Boston community to
welcome distinguished Bahá’ís from around the world to offer public
addresses in municipal halls and at hotels, such as the Kensington on Boylston
Street and the Victoria on Dartmouth Street. Several of these addresses were
organized in collaboration with other religious organizations and societies,
including the Tremont Temple Baptist Church in Boston and the St. Paul AME
Church in Cambridge.

A community-wide Bahá’í Center was established in Boston in 1950 at 116
Commonwealth Avenue and was used to host weekly public meetings and youth
gatherings. Since that time the Boston Bahá’í Center has moved to several
other locations in Boston and is now located at 495 Albany Street. Today the
Center serves the devotional, social, and administrative needs of the
community. It is also the seat of the Local Spiritual Assembly of the
Bahá’ís of Boston.

There are Bahá’í student groups at several local colleges and universities,
including Berklee College of Music, Boston University, Brandeis,
Harvard-Radcliffe, M.I.T., Northeastern, Tufts, and Wellesley.

Local Spiritual Assemblies

Local Spiritual Assemblies, which are nine-member bodies elected annually from
among the adult believers in every locality where at least nine Bahá'ís
reside, serve as the governing bodies of all local Bahá’í communities and
are a cornerstone of the Bahá’í Administrative Order. In Boston, the
governing board established in 1908 was a precursor to the Local Spiritual
Assembly, which was incorporated in 1940. In addition to Boston, today there
are Local Spiritual Assemblies serving the Bahá’í communities in Brookline,
Cambridge, Malden, Medford, Newton, Somerville, Waltham, and Watertown.

Bahá’í Spiritual Life and Practice

Though the Boston Bahá’í Center hosts a variety of events and activities
and the Local Spiritual Assemblies minister to the needs of the community, they
are not the focus of Bahá’í life.

Central to Bahá’í practice is daily prayer, observing a period of fasting,
the independent investigation of truth, and adherence to high moral principles
including trustworthiness, chastity, and honesty, avoidance of excessive
materialism, partisan politics and backbiting, service to humanity, and the
open exchange of viewpoints in an atmosphere of friendship and fellowship.

The centerpiece of Bahá’í community life is the Nineteen Day Feast. Held
once every 19 days, the Feast is the regular gathering that promotes and



sustains the unity of the local Bahá’í community. The Feast always contains
three elements: spiritual devotion, administrative consultation, and social
fellowship. In Boston, the Feast is held at the Boston Bahá’í Center.

Service to Humanity

An essential aspect of Bahá’í spiritual life and practice is service to
humanity. Thus, Bahá’í communities around the world and in Greater Boston
are engaged with people of all faiths and backgrounds in promoting the well
being of humanity and individual and collective spiritual transformation
through focused study of the Bahá’í writings and concerted acts of service.
This has meant a more decentralized form of Bahá’í life, centered around
five main activities:

Devotional gatherings are scheduled regularly for groups of people to come
together in homes or community spaces to share a devotional spirit of joy,
love, and fellowship. Bahá’í readings, along with those of other
traditions, are provided and participants are encouraged to bring material they
wish to share. There is no established ritual and no solicitation of funds.

Study circles allow for small groups to engage in an in-depth, systematic study
of the Bahá’í writings, in order to comprehend their meaning and find ways
to apply the teachings to one’s daily life.

Junior youth groups offer a setting for small groups of adolescents, led by a
trained facilitator, to develop their spiritual perception, enhance their power
of expression, form a strong moral identity, and carry out acts of service in
their community.

Children’s classes emphasize the moral and spiritual education of children,
with a focus on providing ongoing opportunities for developing a sense of world
citizenship, and a lifelong commitment to serve humanity.

Bahá’ís are encouraged to make home visits to anyone living in the Boston
area. These visits are usually used as an opportunity to build relationships
with people living in the community.

People do not have to be Bahá’í to participate in any of these activities;
they are open to all.

The Future of Greater Boston’s Bahá’í Community

Like Bahá’í communities all over the world, the Bahá’ís in Boston are
working toward the aim of their faith: to unify humanity. The Bahá’í
community in Greater Boston has a rich history of participating in and
organizing interfaith community dialogues and events in the spirit of building
unity across all types of social barriers, such as race, religion, class, or
nationality.

Today and in the coming years, their efforts are being channeled through the
activities described above which, Bahá’ís believe, are fundamental building
blocks in creating local communities and a global society bound together by the



spiritual qualities of love, justice, knowledge, wisdom, trustworthiness, and
truthfulness. The Bahá’í community in and around Boston will continue to
work side by side with any and all who share in this goal.
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