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Through their appearance the Revelation of God is made

manifest, and by their countenance the Beauty of God is revealed. Thus it

is that the accents of God Himself have been uttered by these

Manifestations of God [. . .] Know of a certainty that in every

Dispensation the light of Divine Revelation hath been vouchsafed unto men

in direct proportion to their spiritual capacity. -

Bahá'u'lláh (1862) 



If the religions are true it is because each time it is God who has

spoken, and if they are different it is because God has spoken in

different "languages" in conformity with the receptacles. Finally, if they

are absolute and exclusive, it is because in each of them God has said

"I". - Frithjof Schuon (1963) 



Revelation . . . is a Divine communication shaped to the interests and

values of a particular society at a particular time . . . Divine

communication might not be perfectly received and understood . . . either

by the original recipient or by others who transmit and interpret it

later. Bearing these two features in mind, one might think that God will

communicate different things to different peoples, and will in all

probability be able to communicate more of the ultimate Divine purpose to

some people than to others. - Keith Ward (1995) 
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Preface



The present study is purely a structural and ahistorical approach

to Bahá'í-apocalypticism and the concept of progressive

revelation, but I am fully aware of the importance of studying the

possible origins and influences (religious and philosophical) pertinent to

this field. However, it was necessary to limit the scope of this master's

thesis (licentiats uppsats), and since my research in this area is

still incomplete, I have decided to more fully examine this vital section

in my Ph.D. dissertation. Consequently, the forthcoming Ph.D. dissertation

will complement this structural approach with a general historical

criticism. I will then make a preliminary investigation of the possible

historical influences on the concept of progressive revelation from

various religious (e.g., the concepts of revelation and prophetology in

Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, Mandeism, Manichaeism,

Islám, and Bábism) and philosophical traditions and contexts

(especially the

 idea of progress in Europe during the 18-19th centuries).
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